
  

January 17, 2020 

  

To the parents/guardians of students participating in the Music Festival in May:  

  

The time has arrived to register for the Spring 2020 Music Festival – Music in the Parks.  This year eligible 

members of the Concert Band, Orchestra, Jazz Ensemble, Young Men’s Vocal Ensemble, Choraliers, and 

Middlemasters will perform before a panel of judges for ratings/scores.  After the festival, all students will 

enjoy the afternoon at Dorney Park.  The date for this year’s festival is Friday, May 22, 2020.  We plan to 

depart Newtown Middle School at approximately 6:00 am and return around 8 pm.  These times will be 

finalized pending receipt of the final schedule from Music in the Parks.  Eligibility is based on a variety of 

factors including, but not limited to, school/rehearsal attendance, school discipline status, performance 

audition/assessment, and membership in one of the above listed groups.  Eligibility status can change over the 

course of the spring; students who become ineligible will be notified by their ensemble director.  A portion of 

the registration fee may not be refundable should a student become ineligible.  

  

Enclosed with this letter are important documents related to the trip:  

- Registration form (including a size indication for the festival T-shirt)  

- Sample schedule for the day  

- FAQ sheet for parents  

- Medical/permission form  

  

In order for your child to participate in the Festival, you will need to:  

1. Fill in the registration, medical and permission forms completely.  

2. Include a check in the amount of $112.00 made payable to “Newtown Middle School”.    Write your 

child’s name in the memo section of the check, please.  ($76.50 for season pass holders and $60 for 

students not attending park)  

3. Put all materials in an envelope with your child’s name clearly identified on the front.  

4. Return the envelope to the DROP SLOT located outside the choral music office at NMS.  

  

The guarantee deadline for students registering for the trip is 3pm on Friday, February 7, 2020.  Registrations 

received after this date will be reviewed by the Music Department and processed if bus space is available.  If 

you have any questions after reading this material, please call the music department at 215/944-2625 and leave 

a message, or email:  mdolan@crsd.org.  Your call/email will be returned as soon as possible. 

  

Thank you for your continued support of the music programs at Newtown Middle School.  

  

Sincerely,  

  

  

Mr. J. Crooke     Mr. M. Dolan     Mr. K. Rudat and Mr. Wayne Bishop  

Orchestra      Choir       Band  

  

Enc/5  



 

SAMPLE SCHEDULE  
  

Newtown Middle School - Performance Schedule 

  

5:45 am  Students arrive at NMS (regular parent drop off line)  
  
  

Band students place their own instruments in the bus luggage bays.  

6:00 am  
  

All buses depart NMS.  

7:45 am  Buses arrive at Performance site 1  
  

Performance times are approximate.  

  

Times  Group      Location      

   

8 am  Orchestra warm up                           TBA  

8:25 am  Orchestra performance/Jazz Ensemble warm up    
8:50 am  
  

Jazz Ensemble performance    

9:15 am  
  

Board buses and depart for Kutztown University.  

10:05 am  Wind Ensemble warm up        
10:30 am  Wind Ensemble performance  

10:50 am  
  

Wind Ensemble done  

11 am  Choirs warm up        
11:20 am  Choraliers, YMVE, MM performance    

12:15 pm  
  

Vocal Done    

  12:15 pm  Re-board buses and depart for Dorney Park.  

  12:45 pm  
  

Buses arrive at Dorney Park.  

  6 pm  Students walk directly to buses.  
  6:15 pm Buses depart Dorney Park. 

  7:30/8 pm Buses arrive at NMS 
 

PARENTS:   Please DO NOT PARK anywhere in the student drop off lane 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Frequently Asked Questions  

  
What does the $112 fee cover?  
The fee pays for everything your child needs for the entire day INCLUDING LUNCH.  Specifically, the fee covers coach bus 

transportation/driver tip, participation in the festival (including judges, performance space, etc.), a festival t-shirt, and entrance into 

Dorney Park, and lunch at the park.  AS ALWAYS, scholarships are available to families in need.  To discuss scholarship, contact 

Mr. Dolan privately at mdolan@crsd.org.    
  
What arrangements are there for food?  
While we are providing lunch this year, we expect each student will eat a healthy breakfast before leaving Newtown and maybe bring 

a mid-morning snack.  Dorney Park offers a variety of eating establishments if kids are still hungry after lunch.  While the park does 

not allow outside food, we have been able to bring in special meals for kids with significant dietary restrictions. Communicate 

directly with Mr. Dolan about dietary needs. 
  
When does my child receive the Festival T-Shirt?  
Festival T-Shirts will arrive within one week of the trip.  Arrangements will be made to distribute these shirts just prior to leaving.  

This is to ensure that all T-Shirts appear in pristine condition on the day of the festival.  
  
What is my child expected to wear on the trip?  
All students are asked to wear the Festival T-Shirt, blue jeans (without adornments), sneakers and socks.  At Dorney Park, students 

must continue to wear the Festival T-Shirt, but may change into shorts for comfort.  Absolutely no low-rise jeans, no short shorts, 

bathing suits, flip flops and no shirts worn mid-rift.  The school dress code is strictly enforced on this trip.  
  
Can parents attend the Festival?  
Parents who wish to see and hear the performances are welcome to do so at no cost!  Driving directions will be made available in 

May upon request, although many parents carpool and simply follow the buses to the performance venue.  
  
May I attend the Festival and not go to Dorney Park? Absolutely, yes.  

  
What if my family or I would like to go to Dorney Park as well?  
Admission tickets to Dorney Park are sold at the gate (Around $40 regular admission).  You may purchase them on the day of the 

festival or in advance through Dorney Park’s website. 
  
May I take my child home from Dorney Park instead of riding the bus?  
No.  However, you may pick up your child immediately following the performances, provided you have submitted a note no later 

than 7 days prior to the trip.  Notes that are handed to the staff on the day of the festival will not be accepted.  THERE CAN BE NO 

EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE.  You may also pick up your son/daughter from the performance venue, drive them to the Park for 

an hour or two, and then leave at your convenience.  If your child rides our buses from the performance venue to Dorney Park, they 

will ride from Dorney Park to NMS.  This policy is in place to protect all students and staff.  
  
May I take home a friend of my child as well?  
Yes, however the same rule applies here as well.  Moreover, a note from the child’s parents must also be received no later than 7 days 

prior to the trip.  
  
When is the fee due to NMS?  What happens if my child is unable to go on the trip?  
The complete fee of $112 is due by Friday February 7, 2020.  This is a 100% NON-REFUNDABLE TRIP, unless we have a waiting 

list of interested participants.  Please remember that attendance at all school performances is required by all students in order to 

attend the festival.  
  
Are there any policies and consequences regarding behavior?  
Yes.  Students found misbehaving while at the performance venue receive a “lunch time” detention at the park.  They will be seated 

at the chaperone table for 30 minutes, apart from their friends.  Past infractions have included using gum, refusal to meet dress code, 

and dangerous bus behavior.  Students who skip dress/stage rehearsals prior to the trip may receive a “lunch” detention.  Clearly, an 

excused absence from school would equal an excused rehearsal absence; however, the desire to study for/make up a test during R/A 

period does not.  Students who skip a school concert engagement or a balance of R/A period rehearsals are removed from the trip 

altogether, without full refund. 



Newtown Middle School  

Music Department  

Music Festival Registration  

  

  

Dorney Park/ Music Festival – Friday, May 22nd, 2020 

ONE FORM PER STUDENT PLEASE – Due by 3pm, February 7th, 2020 

  

1. When a student commits to the Dorney Park trip, the total cost of $112 is due.   

ONCE THE PAYMENT IS SUBMITTED, NO REFUNDS WILL BE MADE.  “MUSIC IN THE PARKS”, 

OUR TRANSPORTATION PROVIDER, AND OUR T-SHIRT SUPPLIER DO NOT REFUND ANY 

MONIES.  

  

Student Name:              Grade:    
     
  

T-Shirt Size:  (circle one)  (Men’s):  XXL      XL  L  M  S  
I/we are paying by: (check one)  
  

_____ All in for $112 (made payable to “Newtown Middle School”)  
  

_____ We have a season pass to Dorney! (check for $76.50-student must bring pass on trip)  
  

_____  My child is not attending the park portion. (check for $60) 
 

  

  

2. The Music Department needs 8-10 parent volunteers to chaperone the trip.  These volunteers will be 

chaperones for the entire day.  All others must provide their own transportation to the festival.  If you would 

like to be a chaperone, please indicate this below.  

  

_____ Yes, I would like to be a chaperone!                  
            Name  
Please contact me via     
                 
    

T-Shirt Size:  (circle one)  (Men’s):  XXL     XL  L  M  S  
   

  



  

COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT   
  

EXTENDED STUDENT ACTIVITY MEDICAL AUTHORIZATION  
  

Student Name __________________________________Grade/Homeroom__________________  
  

Planned Activity:  Music in the Parks/Dorney Park Trip for music competition  

  

Dear Parent or Guardian:  

  

In anticipation of your child’s upcoming extended student activity, please supply the following information.  In 

compliance with the District drug and alcohol policy and the medication policy, no student is permitted to carry any form 

of medication.  Arrangements for transport of medications essential to health (insulin, inhaler, anti-seizure medications, 

epi-pens) should be made with the school nurse.  If your child will need any medication during the extended activity, you 

are encouraged to accompany your child.  

  

Parent or Guardian of students requiring daily medication must check one of the following:  

  

____ I understand that my child will omit his/her daily scheduled medication on the day of the extended activity.   
  

____ My child may take his/her regularly scheduled medication upon returning home at 7:30/8pm.  

  

____ I will accompany my child on the extended activity and will administer his/her medication. If you have any 

questions about medication administration during extended student activity, please contact the school 

nurse.  (Note, transportation is only provided for child.)  

  

The following information must be supplied for all students attending this extended activity:  

  

A PARENT OR GUARDIAN CAN BE REACHED AT THE FOLLOWING TELEPHONE NUMBERS ON THE 

DAY OF THE ACTIVITY:  

  

Home Phone ________________   _  
Work – Mom ______________________   Mobile – Mom           

Work – Dad ___________________   _  Mobile – Dad        

   

  

PERSON TO CALL IF A PARENT OR GUARDIAN CANNOT BE REACHED:  
  

Name   _________________________________________ Telephone # ___________________  

  

ANY SERIOUS ALLERGIES OR MEDICAL CONCERNS: ___________________________  
  

In case of illness or emergency, I authorize the officials of Council Rock School District to contact directly the 

persons named on this form.  In the event parents, physician or other persons named on this form cannot be 

contacted, the school officials are authorized to take whatever actions deemed necessary for the health of my 

child.    
_______________________    ____________________________________________________  
Date               Signature of Parent or Guardian  

 

 



____   

 

COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT  
  

PARENT PERMISSION FOR OPTIONAL OR SUPPLEMENTAL ACTIVITY  
  

TO:  PARENTS/GUARDIAN OF___________________________________  May 22, 2020     

  
FROM:__Mark M.E. Dolan_________________________PRINCIPAL___Tim Long     

  
Your permission is requested for your child to participate in the extended study activity described below.  This is a 

supplemental and optional educational activity which, in the school’s opinion, has educational value.  Nonparticipation, 

however will have no effect upon the student’s completion of course requirements.  

  
Name and Description of Activity: Music Department trip to Trills and Thrills/Dorney Park - competition    
  
________________________________________________________________________________    

  
Purpose(s) (Refer to course to which related, if applicable)__Strengthen ensemble skills      

  
___________________________________________________________________________________    

  
Transportation arrangements (if any)______Coach Bus________________________        

  
___________________________________________________________________________________    

  
Provision for meals (if any)__lunch included/provided                 ________________  

  

___________________________________________________________________________________   

  
Costs (if any)__$112.00           ____________________________________________    

  

  

  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

  

PARENT:  Please complete the following and return to the school by 3pm, Friday, February 7, 2020  

  

  

I hereby grant permission for _______________________________________________  to participate 

in the activity described above.  

  

  

             ____________________________________  

             Parent signature  

  

  

             _____________________  

             Date  

  

  

  


